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The Mine Act is a Strict Liability Law: What does that M…

It is often said that the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act is a “strict liability” law. As a legal term,

“strict liability” means “liability without fault.” But what does that mean? In this episode, Arthur and

Chris explain this foundational concept of the Mine Act and then offer real world examples to explain

what it looks like. They also explain that, while strict liability poses a challenge to operators who

may disagree with enforcement actions, there are caveats to it that may provide relief in certain

circumstances.

Related People

Christopher G. Peterson

Partner

303.218.3653

Email

https://miningmatters.podbean.com/e/the-mine-act-is-a-strict-liability-law-what-does-that-mean/
https://miningmatters.podbean.com/
https://miningmatters.podbean.com/e/the-mine-act-is-a-strict-liability-law-what-does-that-mean/
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://mcdn.podbean.com/mf/download/ep87n9k8tbfg6k7n/MiningMatters8-15-2025.mp3
javascript:;
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/arthur-m-wolfson.html
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/christopher-g-peterson.html
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/christopher-g-peterson.html
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/christopher-g-peterson.html
tel:303.218.3653
mailto:cpeterson@fisherphillips.com
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/arthur-m-wolfson.html
https://www.fisherphillips.com/


Copyright © 2025 Fisher Phillips LLP. All Rights Reserved.

Arthur M. Wolfson

Partner

412.822.6625

Email

Service Focus

Mine Safety & Health

https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/arthur-m-wolfson.html
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/arthur-m-wolfson.html
tel:412.822.6625
mailto:awolfson@fisherphillips.com
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/services/practices/workplace-safety-and-catastrophe-management/mine-safety-and-health.html

