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Overview

Jeff Smith is a partner in the Cleveland office and a member of the firm's Employee Benefits

Practice Group. Jeff practices in all areas of employee benefits, and spends considerable time on

executive compensation, multiemployer pension plan advice, and employee benefits issues in

mergers and acquisitions.

Jeff advises clients of all types, whether for-profits, not for profits, as well as private schools, on

compensation issues for their top leaders. This involves drafting and negotiating employment and

compensation agreements, as well as drafting all types of incentive compensation plans.

Working closely with his labor relations colleagues, Jeff advises employers that are contributing to

multiemployer pension plans with regard to withdrawals and withdrawal liability, and helps

employers try to minimize their costs.
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Finally, Jeff works with buyers and sellers of businesses to help facilitate employee benefits issues

related to such transactions. For many merger and acquisition clients, Jeff will coordinate the

Fisher Phillips team with outside corporate counsel.

Credentials

Education

J.D., 2004, cum laude, Case Western Reserve University School of Law

B.S., 2001, summa cum laude, Baldwin Wallace University

Bar Admissions

Ohio

Court Admissions

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio

Recognitions

Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America (2016 – 2024)

Selected for inclusion in Ohio Super Lawyers - Rising Star 

Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America - Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law (2020)

Affiliations

Professional Activities

Ohio State Bar Association

Community Activities

Symphony West Orchestra

Insights

NEWS 01/24/24

Cleveland Partner Discusses Employer-Sponsored Retirement Plans Aimed at
Eliminating Student Debt
Jeffrey D. Smith

Read more 
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EVENT 10/04/23

Cleveland Breakfast Briefing: WARNing…Avoiding Pitfalls and Compliance Tips for
Workforce Reductions
Richard A. Millisor, Jeffrey D. Smith, Amy L. Kullik, Melissa A. Dials

Read more 

NEWS 06/29/23

McKnight’s Once Again Turns to Cleveland Partner for Insights on Omnibus Bill
Jeffrey D. Smith

Read more 

EVENT 05/17/23

WARNing…Avoiding Pitfalls and Compliance Tips for Workforce Reductions
Richard A. Millisor, Melissa A. Dials, Amy L. Kullik, Jeffrey D. Smith, Nicholas G. Anhold, Gary D. Baker, Jr.

Read more 

NEWS 12/22/22

Cleveland Attorney Discusses Omnibus Bill with McKnight’s Senior Living
Jeffrey D. Smith

Read more 

PUBLICATION 01/15/22

Cleveland Partners Co-Publish Article on Employee Benefits Due Diligence in Crain’s
Cleveland
Jeffrey D. Smith, Melissa A. Dials

Read more 

NEWS 09/14/21

Fisher Phillips Partner Interviews on Vaccine Incentives and Penalties
Jeffrey D. Smith

Read more 

NEWS 09/10/21

Challenges Professional Services Firms Face with Rising Employee Healthcare Costs
Jeffrey D. Smith

Read more 
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INSIGHTS 08/31/21

6 Employer Questions to Answer Before Imposing a Surcharge on Unvaccinated
Workers
Jeffrey D. Smith

Read more 

INSIGHTS 07/06/21

June 2021: The Top 19 Labor And Employment Law Stories
Rosemary S. Gousman, A. Kevin Troutman, Megan Reese U'Sellis, Todd B. Logsdon, Patrick W. Dennison, Kristin R.B. White,

Jeffrey D. Smith, Benjamin M. Ebbink, Hannah Sweiss, James F. Glunt, Deniz Uzel Reilly, Brett P. Owens, Alyssa Graf, Anthony

Isola, Joshua H. Viau, Ted Boehm, Gregory D. Ballew, Jeffrey A. Fritz, Deepa K. Desai , Kevin S. Simon, Scott Fanning, Brent A.

Cossrow, Usama Kahf

Read more 
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