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Service Focus

e Litigation and Trials
® Employment Discrimination and Harassment

® Counseling and Advice

Industry Focus

e Automotive Dealership
e Manufacturing

® Energy

Overview

Joe Gagnon is an experienced trial attorney who defends employers in litigation and arbitration filed
in every region of Texas. He is a partner in the Houston office.

Joe's broad experience includes the defense of discrimination and discharge claims brought under
Title VII, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA}, Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), and
whistleblower statutes. He routinely defends state law claims including workers’ comp retaliation,
breach of contract, fraud, defamation, malicious prosecution, and assault.

Joe also represents several Texas-based non-subscribing employers against claims of negligence,
and associated benefits claims filed under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA).

He frequently provides preventive services to reduce the likelihood of litigation, including general
consultation, management and employee training, development of employment policies, and
consultation regarding legislative current events and judicial trends.
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Recent Experience

Experience

e Litigation of various matters avoided with early engagement and dialogue, saving clients from
incurring substantial litigation costs.

Credentials

Education
e J.D, 1993, University of Texas School of Law

e B.S., 1990, cum laude, Texas Christian University

Bar Admissions

e Texas

Court Admissions

e U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

e U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas

e U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas
e U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas
e U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas

e U.S. Supreme Court

Recognitions
® Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America (2021 - 2024)

e "AV" Peer Review rating with Martindale-Hubbell

Affiliations

Professional Activities

e Member, Houston Bar Association
e Member, Texas Association of Defense Counsel
® Member, State Bar of Texas - Labor and Employment Section

® Member, State Bar of Texas - Appellate Section
Community Activities

® Youth sports coach



® University of Texas Law Mentor
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INSIGHTS 08/21/23

10 Biggest Takeaways for Employers as Federal Appeals Court Expands Scope of Anti-
Bias Law

Steven R. Cupp, Joseph W. Gagnon
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INSIGHTS 04/03/23

Manufacturing Employers Should Pay Attention to Severance Agreement Restrictions
Despite Booming Times

Joseph W. Gagnon
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NEWS 02/02/21

Partner Talks to the Houston Chronicle About COVID-Related Lawsuits in Texas
Joseph W. Gagnon
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NEWS 08/20/20
Fisher Phillips Attorneys Receive Top Honors in Best Lawyers in America©
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PUBLICATION 08/17/20

What Nonsubscriber Healthcare Providers Need to Know About the Litigation Risk Posed
by Workplace Exposure to COVID-19

Joseph W. Gagnon
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PUBLICATION 02/12/20

Fifth Circuit Case Provides Guidance for Employers in the Healthcare Industry
Joseph W. Gagnon
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PUBLICATION 12/03/19

Houston Partner Recommends Four Steps for Investigating Anonymous Workplace
Harassment
Joseph W. Gagnon

Read more 2>

EVENT 11/01/18
Letting Go and Looking Ahead: Best Practices for Employee Terminations

Joseph W. Gagnon, A. Kevin Troutman
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From Start to Finish: Managing Employees Without Finishing at the Courthouse

Joseph W. Gagnon, Stephen J. Roppolo, A. Kevin Troutman, Teresa Valderrama, Pamela Williams
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