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Overview

D. Albert (“Bert”) Brannen is former Managing Partner in the Atlanta office of Fisher & Phillips LLP.

Bert represents employers exclusively in solving their labor and employment law problems. He

counsels employers about how to comply with applicable laws, avoid or deal with workplace crises

and prevent litigation. He regularly advises employers about increasing employee engagement and,

when necessary, assists them with the negotiation, administration and arbitration of collective

bargaining agreements.

The College of Labor and Employment Lawyers elected Bert as a Fellow in 2015. He is active in the

State Bar of Georgia and served as Chairman of the State Bar of Georgia’s Labor and Employment

Law Section. He is a founding Board member of that Section’s Mentorship Academy and the Fulton

County Daily Report named him Best Mentor in 2018.
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Martindale-Hubbell rates Bert as “AV,” its highest rating. Best Lawyers® recognized him as 2019

“Lawyer of the Year” for Labor & Employment Law and selected him repeatedly as one of The Best

Lawyers in America for Labor & Employment Law. Georgia Trend Magazine named him one of

Georgia’s “Legal Elite” and he has been recognized as a "Super Lawyer for Labor & Employment

Law” for the State of Georgia more than 15 times.

He is a past member of the Board for the Georgia Branch of the Associated General Contractors

(“AGC”) and is past Chairman of AGC’s national Labor & Employment Law Council. He is a member

of the Electric Cooperative Bar Association (“ECBA”), the Society of Human Resources Management

(“SHRM”) and other professional groups.

Bert has written numerous articles on a wide variety of labor employment law subjects. He served

on the Editorial Advisory Board for Employment Law360, a nationally recognized source for labor

and employment law information and has written over 50 monthly articles for MultiBriefs, a leading

publisher of association-branded publications. He often speaks to chambers of commerce, business

and professional associations and industry groups.

The Good Samaritan Health Center, Operation HOPE and other non-profit organizations have

benefited from his pro bono service. Within the firm, he started a program to increase the

involvement and support of Fisher Phillips’ lawyers in pro bono service to the Pro Bono Partnership

of Atlanta.

Recent Experience

Experience

Recent Examples of Cases Handled:

Represented a large national provider of emergency care services in defeating a union by a large

margin after the union signed up more than three-quarters of the employees. This matter

proceeded very quickly under the NLRB’s new procedures.

Successfully represented an electric cooperative in an arbitration with a long term employee who

caused serious damage to a bucket truck.

Successfully represented a distribution employer in an arbitration regarding their driver who got

into an altercation on a customer’s loading dock.

Served as the lead negotiator in collective bargaining negotiations which resulted in more than a

million dollars of savings for a national distribution client.

Prepared and conducted a full series of employment and labor law training, extending monthly

over nine months, for all of the employer’s managers and supervisors. This extensive training

program was just a part of the employer’s orchestrated effort to increase employee engagement.

Advised a mining client during a major reduction in force.
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Conducted a comprehensive wage and hour review for a group of automobile dealerships to help

them get into compliance with the changes to the white collar exemptions of the Fair Labor

Standards Act.

Advised a construction client on numerous project labor agreements around the U.S.

Advised construction clients on lawful withdrawal from relationships with building trades unions

under Section 8(f) of the National Labor Relations Act. The transition to being union-free

occurred without unfair labor practice charges or work stoppages.

Advised a distribution client whose employees sought to decertify the union that had represented

them for decades. Representation of this client before the National Labor Relations Board in

connection with this matter resulted in the complete dismissal of multiple unfair labor practice

charges prior to an administrative hearing.

Successfully mediated claims by a partner in a large accounting firm that he was discharged in

violation of his partnership agreement.

Won jury trial in which jury denied a former manager his pro rata share of an annual bonus.

Part of a team of lawyers that resolved on favorable terms a series of four lawsuits alleging

multiple serious violations of Title VII.

Conducted internal seminars for employers whose employees alleged violations of the

employer’s No Harassment policy.

Reviewed employment agreements placing restrictions on employees and successfully dealt

with disputes regarding same.

Drafted and negotiated Transition Agreements and Employment Agreements for senior

executives and other critical employees.

Successfully resolved four related EEOC charges for a high profile client without any adverse

publicity.

Credentials

Education

J.D., 1982, cum laude, University of Georgia School of Law

M.B.A., 1982, cum laude, University of Georgia

B.S., 1978, with honors, Georgia Institute of Technology

Bar Admissions

Georgia

Court Admissions

Georgia Supreme Court

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit
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U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Georgia

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Georgia

U.S. Supreme Court

Recognitions

Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America (2011 – 2025)

Named by Best Lawyers in America 2019 as “Lawyer of the Year” for Labor Law – Management

Listed in the Daily Report's 2018 Best Mentors

Included in Georgia Super Lawyers (2005 - Present)

Recognized as a member in Georgia Trend’s "Legal Elite" (2017-2018)

Affiliations

Professional Activities

Fellow, College of Labor and Employment Lawyers

Chairman, Labor and Employment Law Section, State Bar Of Georgia

Member, Electric Cooperative Bar Association

Member, Association of General Contractors Labor and Employment Law Council

Member, Human Resources Committee, Georgia Association of Manufacturers

Member, Society for Human Resources Management

Member, Lawyers Club of Atlanta, Old Warhorse Lawyers Club, and Piedmont Driving Club

Adjunct Professor, Georgia Institute of Technology

Board of Directors, Mentorship Program of the State Bar of Georgia’s Labor & Employment Law

Section

Insights

INSIGHTS 08/16/24

FP Snapshot On Manufacturing Industry: 7 Essential Elements Of A Workplace
Investigation
D. Albert Brannen, Stephen R. Gee

Read more 

NEWS 06/20/24
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Atlanta Partner Discusses NLRB's Reconsideration of the Definition of “Independent
Contractor”
D. Albert Brannen

Read more 

EVENT 06/20/24

Labor Relations Issues That Keep Contractors Up At Night
D. Albert Brannen, Brian Casal, Todd A. Fredrickson

Read more 

EVENT 08/23/23

Are You Ready for a Union Organizing Drive at Your Workplace?
D. Albert Brannen, Alba V. Aviles

Read more 

NEWS 03/21/23

Labor Relations Attorneys Quoted for Their Recent Insights on Jennifer Abruzzo’s
Advice Memoranda
D. Albert Brannen

Read more 

INSIGHTS 03/08/23

7 Things Employers Couldn’t Say About Unions if NLRB’s General Counsel Has Her Way
D. Albert Brannen

Read more 

INSIGHTS 12/06/22

How Do I Keep Departing Employees from Disparaging My School? A Proactive
Approach
D. Albert Brannen

Read more 

EVENT 08/11/21

Prepare Now for The Next Wave of Union Organizing
D. Albert Brannen, JonVieve D. Hill

Read more 
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Construction Dive Features Fisher Phillips’ Insights on COVID-19 Vaccines
D. Albert Brannen, A. Kevin Troutman

Read more 

NEWS 08/20/20

Fisher Phillips Attorneys Receive Top Honors in Best Lawyers in America©
Michael V. Abcarian, Stephanie R. Alexander, William E. Altman, Christopher Alvarez, Joseph W. Ambash, Craig R. Annunziata,

Davis C. Bae, Gregory D. Ballew, Kelsey E. Schiappacasse, Cheryl L. Behymer, Clarence M. Belnavis, Steven M. Bernstein,

Suzanne K. Bogdan, D. Albert Brannen, Kathleen McLeod Caminiti, Jocelyn Campanaro, Christopher J. Capone, Michael D.

Carrouth, Charles S. Caulkins, Lyle M. Chan, J. Randall Coffey, Theresa M. Connolly, Laurel K. Cornell, Steven R. Cupp, Kevin J.

Dalton, J. Micah Dickie, Burton F. Dodd, David B. Dornak, Benjamin Dudek, Todd Alan Ewan, Daniel E. Farrington, Brian J.

Finucane, Todd A. Fredrickson, Andrew Froman, Joseph W. Gagnon, Brian J. Gershengorn, Lauren G. Goetzl, Rosemary S.

Gousman, Michael R. Greco, Paul Greco, Rick Grimaldi, Greg Grisham, Lori A. Guner, Raymond C. Haley III, Edward F. Harold,

JonVieve D. Hill, Christopher C. Hoffman, James R. Holland II, Christine E. Howard, Clyde H. Jacob III, David S. Jones, Matthew R.

Korn, Danielle Krauthamer Zobel, Edwina C. Kye, Arthur V. Lambert, Terry E. Lardakis, Aymara Ledezma, Courtney Leyes, Karl

R. Lindegren, Steven M. Loewengart, Reyburn W. Lominack III, Nathan K. Low, Darin L. Mackender, Scott M. Mahoney, Jeffrey E.

Mandel, C. F. W. Manning II, Howard A. Mavity, James J. McDonald Jr., Phillips L. McWilliams, Richard A. Millisor, Stephen C.

Mitchell, Danielle Hultenius Moore, R. Henry Moore, Timothy J. Murphy, Gregory V. Murray, Warren L. Nelson, Steven M. Nobil,

Daniel P. O'Brien, James Patrick, Jonathan P. Pearson, Regina A. Petty, Ann Margaret Pointer, James C. Polkinghorn, John M.

Polson, Keith M. Pyburn Jr., Roger K. Quillen, Melody L. Rayl, Thomas Paul Rebel, Mark J. Ricciardi, Ashton M. Riley, Stephen J.

Roppolo, Jeffrey A. Savarise, Susan M. Schaecher, Cheryl L. Schreck, David E. Schreiner, Stephen Scott, Timothy H. Scott, Joseph

P. Shelton, Craig P. Siegenthaler, Jeffrey D. Smith, John W. Stapleton, Shanon R. Stevenson, Terri R. Stewart, Christopher P. Stief,

Cathy M. Stutin, Douglas R. Sullenberger, James Sullivan, Martin F. Thompson, Megan Reese U'Sellis, Pavneet Singh Uppal,

Teresa Valderrama, Joshua H. Viau, Timothy J. Weatherholt, Jeff Weintraub, Alexander A. Wheatley, Benton N. Wood, Robert

Yonowitz, George D. Adams, Richard R. Meneghello, Hannah Sweiss, Robert M. Robenalt, Todd A. Lyon, Todd B. Logsdon, J.

Hagood Tighe, Danielle S. Urban, Sheila M. Abron, Kristin R.B. White, Michelle I. Anderson

Read more 
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