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Seattle Attorney Discusses Proposed Legislation Restraining
Noncompetition Covenants

News

3.29.19 

In the Vancouver Business Journal article titled “Protectable Interests,” Seattle Partner Catharine

Morisset discusses a proposed law in Washington state that narrow the restraints of noncompetition

covenants. The law, SB 5478, is expected to pass the legislature and would take effect on Jan. 1,

2020. The new legislation includes salary thresholds for employees and independent contractors,

specific time limits, guidelines for franchisors and more. 

According to Catharine, employers are particularly concerned about a subsection of the legislation

that would create a brand-new avenue for litigation. She says, “Under this new law, an employee can

sue and they could get damages.” 

To read the full article, visit the Vancouver Business Journal.

Please reach out to our Media team for any news inquiries. 

Related People

Catharine Morisset

Partner

206.693.5076

Email

https://www.vbjusa.com/focus-sections/law/protectable-interests/
mailto:mwarin@fisherphillips.com;%20jgatskieinstein@fisherphillips.com;
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/catharine-morisset.html
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/catharine-morisset.html
tel:206.693.5076
mailto:cmorisset@fisherphillips.com
https://www.fisherphillips.com/


Copyright © 2025 Fisher Phillips LLP. All Rights Reserved.

Related Offices

Seattle

https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/offices/seattle.html

